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Driver/owner: “Timing is everything,” Stewart says.
Meet Tony Stewart,
all-business owner

m How the famously hotheaded driver
keeps his cool as a NASCAR team owner
is eagerly awaited in racing circles, 1-2C
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2 satellites
slam into
each other
@ ‘Dramatic’
collision creates
huge debris field

but doesn’t affect
space station, 9A

Dazed tornado victims dig out

At least eight die in Oklahoma twisters; two tor-
nadoes strike Texas, and one hits in Missouri. 3A.
i Money: CEO smiles in GM's storm

Rick Wagoner: Carmaker poised for rebound. 1B.
« b Contrite bankers scolded on bonuses. 1B.

& Sports: Brett Favre retires. For real?
“It's time,"” says NFL's prolific passex. 1, 9C.
» LPGA season preview. Pullout, 5.6C.

1 Life: New Pixar movie's a tear-jerker

Ed Asner voices the alienated character Carl, 78,
who uses balloons in Up to float out of misery. 1D.

Hlustration aflrdium sateliite

i Stimulus agreement settles market

:

Index Close Ch:

Dow Jones industrial average  7939.53. 4 50.65
Nasdaq composite 153050 & 577
‘Treasury note, 10-year yield 276% ¥ 006
USATODAY Internet 50 9139 & 039
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for your.
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Obama wins deal
on stimulus plan

m House, Senate leaders agree, hope
to pass $790B  package this week, 4A

)
. Nora Roberts: At Boonsboro;Md., inn.

| Two for
the Niclk

w Famous fictional
couples inspire the
romantic decor at
author’s hotel, 1D
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 GOP’s Collins: Votéd with Dems,

Campaign tactics and
flexibility help Obama

priority of his presidency was at risk of
unraveling last week, Barack Obama went back

N Now at usateday.com
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i Idol blog

Y Who advanced,
who was robbed:
Join the discussion

“ i NCAA Bubble
Tracker

Which teams are

close to making the
Madness?
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Duke hid: Mike
Krzyzewski.
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Nevada's romamm tug of war

there were 7.3
divorces per 1,000 penple in2007. Leadlng states
Weddings per 1,000 residents

Nevda [N 03
Hawai [J213

to the fundamentals that enabled him to wina
historicvictory in the presidential election.
Under fire in Washington, he scheduled cam-

paign-style town-hall meetings to make the
caseforlnshugeecumnﬂcshnmkxsblﬂmfullc
in Elkhart, Ind., and Fort Myers, Fla. He dis-
missed the Republican opposition as the busi-
ness-as-usual crowd. He relied on his rhetorical
skills and popularity.

WASHINGTON — When the first big —o—y

lessons
learned

By Jasonieed, Reutzrs

Back to campaign tactics: President Obama, calling on members of Cungxess to.approve the massive
economic stimulus package, makes a point during a town-hall meeting Tubsday in Fort Myers, Fla.

And on Wednesday, congressional negotia-
tors announced a deal on a $789 billion stimu-
Ins bill that is poised to be passed before the
Presidents Day deadline Obama had set — al-

though it's likely to get less Republican

By Susan Page support than he initially hoj
USATODAY cover Egomute o wifat looks bg?e ‘the first
st )y major victory of his presidency, Obama

had some stumbles. His team allowed
congressional Republlcans to cast the
stimutus bill as laden with wasteful
and faced distracting questions over ysome
Cabinet nominees hadn't paid all their taxes.
But in his three weeks in the White House,
(Obama and his team have shown a willingness
0 cut their losses and revise their tactics when
seem to be going astray.
"lmmkhelsleammgmeupsanddamsuf
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A-Rod suspension,
Hank crown eyed

# Commissioner

Bud Selig, right,
Eomts to memo
steroids
for possible action
Vs, ez,
may reinstate
Aaron as home
runking, 1,3C

Poll: Bush
methods
deserve
inquiries
Focus on wiretaps,
torture allegations

By Jill Lawrence
USATODAY

WASHINGTON — Even as Americans struggle
with two wars and an economy in fatters, a USA
| TODAY/Gallup Poll finds majorities in favor of in-
vestigating some of the thorniest unfinished busi-
ness from the Bush administration: Whether its
tactics ini'the “war on terror” broke the law.

Close to two-thirds of those surveyed said there
should be investigations into allegations that the
Bush team used torture to-interrogate terrorism

and its program of wiretapping ULS. citi-
zens wxﬂmut war-
rants. Almost four in 10 fa-
Vor caiminal fnvestigati
and about a quarter want
investigations without
criminal charges. One-
third said they want noth-
ing to be done.

Even more people want
action on alleged attémpts
by the Bush team fo use
the Justice Department for

political u?om Four in

10 favuee a criminal |

probe, | three in 10 an in-
panel, and 25%

USATODAY
CallupPoliE
How should the
government handle
possible use of torture
on terrorism suspects
during the Bush
administration:

Independent
panel ‘ Neith
24% [

3% 34%
/

er

Candy? Flowers?

Valentine’s Day is a busy
time for suspicious minds
By Wendy Koch

USATODAY

Flowers and chacolate aren't the only big sellers
for Valentine's Day. There’s also spyware.

The use of tracking devices and hiring of private
investigators surge around this holiday — an oppor-
tune time to catch a cheating spouse.

than likely make contact-wi

mﬁﬂﬁ‘
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Day, the day before or the day after” says Ruth
Houston, author of the book, Is He Cheating on You?
829 Telltale Signs, \

“If there's anything going on, a spouse will more
ithalover.on Valentine’s

Spyware? Check.

Such devices, relm‘lmg for $50 to $400, include
cameras hidden in alarm clocks, light scanners to
detect evidence of sexual activity and devices to
monitor e-mail.

Morris says he expected more people (o stay
home with their spouses in a weak economy, but
sales suggest otherwise. Appaxmﬂy. he says,
“money troubles don't stop the philandering.”

‘The dismal economy is making it more difficult,
though. for people to aﬁmda private investigator.

David Hill, an investigator in Tuscaloosa, Alz. says
hehas had lots of mqulnu in recent weels, but of-
ten afford his $1,500 retainer.

]}nslélmnneisﬂa
two decades that has ot triggered a surge in -
ents, says Kelly Riddle, owner of Kelmar & Asso-
ciates in San ‘Antonip, a firm of 39 private in-

Private i agree, Dayisa
day of lovers, and sometimes the lover Is not a
spouse,” says Jimmie Mesis, editor of I magnzine.
That's why, he says, mveshgamrs are often busy this
time of year.

Mesis says suspicious spuuses are also turning to
spyware, which costs less than a detective.

“They do their own CSI work,” he says.

His website’s sales of GPS trackers are more than
20% higher in the three weeks before Valentine’s
Day than at other times of the year.

Todd Morris, CED of BrickHouse Security, says
sales of spyware to track spouses — his customer
service representatives talk with buyers about how
they'll use the items — were 141% higher in the
past four weeks than the monthly average for the

preceding six months.

It's the economy, Riddle says: "If they have a
Cheaungspuusemﬂl a]nb now Is not the time o
rock the boat.”

How often spouses g hre-unfaithful is unclear, be-
cause studies report varying results. In 22006 sur-
vey of 3,000 a hxthe National Opinion Re-
search Center at the University of Chi z?u 22% of
men and 13% of women admitted to infidelity.

‘The heartbreak is tough to watch, espenaﬂyafter
aspouse sees proof of the infidelity on video, Riddle
says.

He recalls aVaIenunesDaycasenfamanwlm
had lunch with his wife and dinner with his lover of
nine years, with whom he had a child. The man ba-
sically had twe wives, Riddle says. “He brought a
dozen roses to each of them:"

neither

The ACLU and other
groups are pressing for in-
quiries into r the

Bush administration vio-
lated US. and international
bans on torture and the
constitutional right to pri-
vacy. House Judiciary
Chairman John Conyers
and his Senate counter-

e

|‘g);,irduu
3%

\¥/Catlup Poll
mm7muwun=ungm:
. Margin

G ervor 3 pertentage poinis.
By Kelth Stmmans, USATODA

Criminal
investi-
gation

m Views abouta
probe, 6A

Leahy’s plan, President
Obama said he would ook atit. He added, “my gen-
eral orientation is to say, let's get it right moving for-
ward.” Obama and Attorney General Eric Holder
have declined to rule out prosecutions. Leon Panet-
| ta, named to head the CIA. said this month that CIA
officers would not be prosecuted for harsh in-
terrogations authorized by the Bush White House.

Leahy. D-Vi, this week proposed a “truth com-
nﬂ_u:srmn to ass?niulgl‘e facts. He smrd the panel cnlx)xld
offer immunity: prosecution for everything but

. “We need to get to the bottom of what
E:g d and why,” hesand.Cunyers.D -Mich., has
cal]ed for a panel that would gather facts and make
recommendations, and could possibly lead to pros-
ecutions. “This isn't payback,” he said. “We are get-

ting things straightened out for the future.”

me Republican viewpoi up re-
cently by Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen Specter, "lf every

started to what every
prior administration did, there would be no end to
xt, he sald. “This is not Latin America.”

The politics of any investigation would be del-
jcate, “You'd need people who haven't made up
their minds,” said Tom Kean, a Republican who co-
chaired the 9/11 Commission.
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Madoff’s wife got funds before his arrest

Firm he co-owned
wired her $15.5M

By Kevin McCoy
USATODAY

A firm co-owned by accused Ponzi scheme ar-
chitect Bernard Madoff wired $10 million to the
disgraced financier's wn'e one day before his Dec.
11 antst, Massachusetts investigators disclosed

Ru!hMadoE,fﬂ alsogntaSSSmﬂhunwue
.transfer from the firm, Cohmad Securities, 1

Massachusetts Secretary of State William Galvin.  extension of Wednesday’s deadline for a criminal

He said the transfers could raise questions about
Madoff's claim to the FBI that he acted alone in al-
legpdlynnmmgasinbillmnsmmmammmxzed

banks, hedge funds, chariti

vestors worldwide,

“I'm not going to draw any factual inferences
from the timing of Mrs, Maduﬂ’swuemnsrels,lm
I certainly think it's of interest to those that are in-
vestigating Mr. Madoff's claim,” said Galvin, re-
ferm)gmﬂmmnmdcasapmsuedby federal

Prosecutors.
hSodm:hedefmseammey[mbnm Madoffs,
d to comment, as did acting US. Attorney

Lev Dassin in New York.
the transfers as attorneys on

indictment of the 70-year-old suspect.

Assmantll&mmmemehttwmmﬁutpms—
dispaosition”

have discussed “a possible

u!amrsmendCohmndsopemnonsmthestate.Df-
ficials of the firm, which lists ﬁasuwnerofas
much as 25% of Cohmad, ignored

ypoenas and
ecutors of failed to answer many questions about its ties with
ies, celebrities and in- télui-ﬁmsewmmdon.and “plan to continue” the

the suspect, the compl
Galvin found

said hi
perts CnhmadandMadnﬂ’shv:summhuslness‘wm

Sorkin declined to comment. But legal exj
have sald its ikely that Madoff,who did not contest

basically part of

a partial civil j agamsthunthlsweexwﬂl

iblefnnhedehue
to ke the case o Said attorney Joshua
Hode.afuumuheadufmeUthxsuc:B:]pan

seekaplmbm;nm\e

ent's criminal fraud section and now a

He cited records that showed more than $67 mil-
lion in payments from Madoff's firm to Cohmad
from 2000 through 2008, Galvin said the total in-
cluded about $526,000 to Kohn, an Austrian
banker who allegedly channeled European inves-

“Madoff controlled Cohmad,” Galvin ed, ar-

charg
guing that any assets the firm has should go to vic-
tims of the alleged fraud.

rl:wy n e i ﬁﬂel‘LEE tors’ money to Madoff.
er at the McKenna dridge law

5days  Galvin Galvin disclosed the wire transfers to Madoffs
before the arrest, according to records obtained by both sides of the federal case agreed to a 30-day wile in a complaint that asks Massachusetts reg-

Caruso, of the fourth
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ed Caruso Florist, checks a

By William B, PiGwrman for LSATODAY

dnesday at Caruso’s in Washington, DC.

I love you about $20 less this year

Economy puts a crimp on
Valentine’s Day spen

By, Paul
ORATODAY

Valentine's Day has been a day to shower your
loved one with expensive dinners, gourmet
chocolates, flowers and gifts galore. But this year,
it seems even love cannot completely conquer a
weakn;cunmn iy

d-struck couples are expcmad to
520 ll:ss on each J& m a
SUIVEY C dbyBleseard'nfu:meNamul
Retail Federation. On average, theyll spend
SIOZSOeadl.alS@sdecreaseﬁmayearagn
's Day will be the first major holiday
0f2009 to &el the economic pinch,” says Robert
Passikoff, president of New Yorbased Brand
Keys, a consumer- and brand-focused research

consultancy,
ﬂusg:yarmsgubdhonwmbespentnn\/aéig
ted purchases, according to
* research. Nearly 91% nfp:n!ggh_wﬂ] end lhe
mosr,.anavue:gesﬁzz,m oth-

er, with o members such as children
i abomn{:aw-% of the bu ESZO.‘E.A

few dollars will be spent on: frierids, $4.74; chil-
dren's classmates and teachers, $3.59; -
* ers, $1.94; and pets, $2.17.

It doesn’t pay to scrimp toomuch

Despite the slowdown, Loch Rose, vice presi-
dent of analytics at Sho com, says he
doesn't expecta compl :m fora few reasons,

For one, cutting i

on gits
overall could offer signﬁmn:szvjngs —$1000r i

mare. Given the
Day,a25%

ings. At mast, consumers will end up with a few

extra bucks this month, Rose says.

Then there’s the question uf pmmnes Is

.. scrimping an your valentine: the best idea?

“You can disappoint Aunt Maple over the holi-

daysbymtgvmgheragl!t.butifynud:sappnmt

t other on Valentine’s Day, you're

p:mgmbeheanngabumneverydayforalung

ical spending for Valentine's

does not offer the same sav- regular.

More cards, fewer jewels

they planned to give for Valentine's Day:
20072008 2009'
4BA% 4775 458%
HFowers 36.7%  359% 357%
Jwly  T70% 166% 1608

Cad ____ G2BY SGBY SBOX
An evening out 453%  4B0% - 41.0%
Clothi 1162 118%  102%
Giftcard/giftcertificate 11.3%  123%  11.0%
Other 1008 101%  104%
Hotz: ! muxwmmkmmlmmm
 could select mre (haa Gne amswer; 1 — projected;
‘Sowror: BGresearct colle mﬂuﬂmmml-&
Margin of ervuris +]- 1 percentage polnt.

» Spouses also spend to catch cheat~
ers on Valentine's Day, 1A

umﬂ ngs _| ab b aﬁ'mdnk‘ b
“But it's not just about ‘not buy-
i it gl s G

thing for
\l%lﬁ president of CIarkWoIan. a l'uod. restau-
rant and hospitality consulting firm, “Valentine's
Daw:‘?daymtelebmmeachnﬂu"

ue, not up-selling."
Su]l the emn?qmy has some people :hnkmg

+Penrose, NC,, sur-
pnsedhlsgm.&mndlastyeaﬂwlﬂunﬂ ﬂwg
to Las Vegas, even’
tightenis
The couple
ing, taking a helicopter tour, people-watching and

ent the weelend harseback rid- per

“pigging out,” Norman wrote in an
Interview by e-mail. “This year, we

o money for time

Housing’s
good news:
Foreclosures
down 10%

But we're far from out of
the woods, experts say

By Stephanie Armour
USATORAY

Foreclosures dropped in January, a possible sig
that eflorts slnwph'::dus{n;ary’ through muramﬁ1
ums and mortgage modifications are having some

2003 according to RealtyTrac. The report also
?ammmevuymus.lmmsmcewe%o;tfm&
| closure filing in January.

'lhelasmmel‘nreclnsumdmpped'wasﬁxﬂ'n-

“Evuybady is slow- 3
ing the process duwn nghestrat&s
with
workouts, There s ﬁndmmuus in Janu-
more caution,” says

ith Naroff

Navada : in76
Economic Advisors. | Caliomiz n173
doesn't change | Arizona in 182
the reality, There will | Forida in214
still be alot more fore- | Oregon in357
clostres to come.” ‘Source: RestyTrac:
fet?n ml‘%ﬂim of t‘ms it the
e upervision mare
than 800 savings and loan associations it tes
o s until the home I%an mad-
ification outiined in Treasury Secretary
imothy er’s finandial recovery plan is final-

will earmark $50 billion to prevent avoidable fore-
closures by il monﬂggpyayments for home-

it his lend of years, “It's
worth it because she s the best.”

dusemlastyeafs.’is.l)%,

jewelry, down
slightly from lﬁS%inZDD&Mmpeogldlmww—
er, will Lhexrlavevmhamemgmd,up
from 56.8% n 2008 to 58%

Presidents Day adds to the fun

‘With Valentine's Day falling on Presidents Day
weekend, some people dlso are finding more rea-
smsmmvel

“The phones are ringing," says Jon Makh-
mahnlu.vle:pmsxden(ufsahsﬁ:rSmﬂhnuy
HomknfﬂthﬂAxﬂwhﬂextismuearlym
determine if Vel Day travel on the wi

Fannie M: d Freddie their mo-
ratoriums on foreclosures through the end of Janu-
aryandsnmestamhaveta}mns‘%uarsteps.mne-

good on paper,
méf]g‘a;{xdm’lmmkbemwdosn ‘t cure the
ol
prsmlﬁwuhﬁemp[nmdamuenmwmm
da, California and Arizona. Nevada foreclosure ac-
nwtylnjammydeueascdﬂﬁ’ombecemba' but

‘will be up, people are finding reasons W

i goaway,
“lr.'shket}u'aempshnnz. Makhmalchi say:
gfﬂleaverlap olﬂwmﬂlihvazd:dut

had the nation's No. 1 fareclosure rate,
0nemevery7ﬁhmneswasinsanesmgeoffum-
closure during the month.

el hntspursamgxmvammn-bmmdvalmnnes

nwkkmuemnmmmvﬂdeakfurmu&eg.
a spokeswoman for Or-
hnwmdmdgorbuhassemthnenmcsas
miw hotel promotions as at this time last year
1get you to stay an extra night I've done my
jnh - !nseph DeNucd, president of the Bor-
%ﬁ:and Spa in Borrego Springs,
Cahtwhlm advertising its holiday special
in mid-January arid sold out less than a week lat-
er. That e, if-you were ane of the 44 who
reserved it, gets you a candlelight dinner, two 50-
minute spa-treatr ngsesspmrsandmomamem

chocolate stray
berries to an amma!herapy bath gilt. Price: $395

fthose

dEals."Tomamm sa}s.

ing market.

Bﬂstmg hnme sales showed an unexpected up-
ﬁd(mDecembe:SalsmseSSXhDewnherman
annual rate of 4.74 million properties from
4.45mﬂlmluNavmbenarepmMnndaybyme

National Association of Re: sald. Economists
had been predicting a drop of amund4x
“We are b 10 see some balgam hunters
mmigI market ays Lawrence
Yun, e{emnmmatmeﬂahmalhsodaﬂun of

Realtors.
“A 10% decline (in foreclosures) is positive, but
lt'safhrveryhlghlevels.Wesuﬂhaveaa-Im(mE

Bad economy seems to be putting people in the mood for condoms

By Charisse Jones ner or are looking to cut back, Trojan gives them some T [algﬁlansaysﬂwtmamdmmepom amf‘
USATODAY real affordable ways to stay in and make some great Momtaudomsa]es coupons last weekend in newspapers and is mak-
‘memories together,” says Jim Daniels, vice president of tage chianges from previ- mgmoremuponoﬂers onits website, trydurex.com.
With a crippled economy forcing millions of cash- - marketing for Trofan, the nation's No. 1 condumma!mr Xn mquamlysalesl'nr Carol Carrozza, vice president of markehngfnrhmell
- strapped Americans to entertain themselves at home, it's  Contraception may also be more popular during atime ms in the US. in 2008: Healthcare, maker of LifeStyles condoms, says that her
' potsurprising that one particular product is seeingasales  when families are dollars and want to avaid ma incorporate the idea of nesting into future
increase — condoms, having more mouths to feed. Obvw ly pegj Iialngener— thhafomsunnewpmdum :
While r.ar upchases plummeted and  al want to avold ... unintended Danlels "We're m ulling both .. to determine
Marketing designer clothes mostly stayed on the sqys“&nmaduwnemnmnyﬂmsemstsareevmmm whathndotgmductsandmarhnngsumﬂswem
racks, saJ?s ofm;%omﬁﬁwus. mseszmthefnunh bu:dmsmnembea: o iy o mmeountrgl that will help peaple during these reces-
quarter of 2008, and 6% in January vs. 'am Piligian of agency for Durex sionary times,” she says.
ods the previous year, mejmeﬁm reports mndmns says that condoms are “recession resistant.” 'Bu jan says the message that it's good to cocoon is al-
‘The sales bump squares solidly with one of the nation's  Still, condom sales increased at a slower rate in 2008, part of its promotions, and it will spend mare on
. most commeon trends during any recession: nesting. At - going up 2.3% over the pmvluus year, cnmpa:ed witha this year than last as it launches a multime-
-mesamedme,condmmmalmforamlanvelymexpenswe 55% increase just three years research dxa 10 promote two new p
form of birth control at a time many cash-strapped fam-  firm Information Resources. Markzters say they are ‘Trojan 2Go, a thin plastic case with a condom inside,
ihesa:ehes{tant 10 grow, awamnfﬂmneedml that hits store shelves this month while a new condom,
“! don't have th gouuttoa fancydin-  condois are, i fthy way to £ waATany  ja Ecstasy, bs schedided for sale in the spring.




